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AEMES Family and Friends
Welcome to the last Envoy of the current financial year.  Hope everyone is in good health and spirits, despite the desperately sad events taking place in Ukraine.
AEMES committee members met on 26 February at the home of David Hibbert.  We discussed the current position with the usual subjects, Events, Visits, Venue, Finance, Promotion, Publications etc.  David has now fully taken over Hon. Treasurer duties.  Use of Zoom is progressing for additional events.  Charity status for the Society will again be investigated.
Covid-19 is still casting a shadow, particularly when it comes to making some AEMES visit arrangements.  It seems fairly certain that we will be able to make a visit to the World Museum at Liverpool on a Friday in October 2022.  The Spring visit is still a work in progress and it is hoped we will be able to confirm a visit for late April or May before too long.  Further details of both will be issued as soon as they are fixed.  HE.
Don’t forget our next Lincoln based event, on Saturday, 28 May, is two lectures by popular AEMES lecturer, Dr Campbell Price.  Campbell’s two lectures on the Golden Mummies of Egypt will be followed at 4 p.m. by AEMES Annual General Meeting.  
Adel Kelany has been in touch and friends will be pleased to hear that he and his family are keeping well in Aswan.  He has been very busy of late.  Adel is a prolific publisher of his archaeological work, and his latest report Inscriptions and Graffiti in the Quarries of Quartzite in Aswan West Bank, Southern Egypt,  Archaeological study has just been published. (Email to HE).

News
Huge collection of ancient ostraca uncovered at ancient Athribis, Central Egypt.  The discovery is the largest such find since the beginning of the 20th century.  Researchers have catalogued over 18,000 inscribed pieces of pottery which it is believed were written by students at a writing school. Egyptologist Christian Leitz from the University of Tübingen in Germany said "There are lists of months, numbers, arithmetic problems, grammar exercises and a 'bird alphabet'– each letter was assigned a bird whose name began with that letter". Over a hundred ostraca are covered in repetitive writing exercises, with the same characters repeated over and over and over again, on both the front and the back.  Most of the pieces are inscribed in Demotic but hieroglyphics, Greek, Arabic and Coptic notes were also found. (Science Alert, Carly Cassella, 7.2.22).
Large cache of embalming materials unearthed at Abu Sir, Egypt.  The discovery was made by a Czech archaeological mission of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, during archaeological excavations within a group of 26th Dynasty burial wells in the western part of Abu Sir cemetery, the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism announced. The cache was found in a well more than 14m deep and measuring 5.3m x 5.3m.  It was found to contain “unique embalming materials consisting of 370 large-sized pottery vessels divided into 14 groups”.
Each set contains from seven to 52 pots, according to Mostafa Waziry, Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities. They contain remnants of materials that were used in mummification. Four empty limestone Canopic pots have engraved hieroglyphic texts in the name of their owner. Head of the mission, Miroslav Barta, said “The 2021 season was part of a long-term project to uncover antiquities dating back to an era in which the ancient Egyptian society was looking for new ways of how to preserve the unique Egyptian identity”.  Mohamed Megahed, Deputy Director of the Czech mission, confirmed that during 2022 archaeological excavations will continue in the area.  (Egypt Independent, 10.2.22).
New Abu Dhabi archaeological discoveries reveal 8,500 year old buildings.  This is outside AEMES area of interest, but for information go to: https://www. saudigazette.com.sa/article/617317/World/Mena/New-Abu-Dhabi-archaeological-discoveries-reveal-8500-year-old-buildings/ (Saudi Gazette, 20.2.22).
9,000-year-old shrine found in Jordanian Desert. The ritual site was found in Jordan’s eastern desert in a Neolithic campsite near “desert kites”, large structures believed to have been used to corral wild gazelles. According to Jordanian Archaeologist Wael Abu-Azziza everything is almost intact, despite the site being thousands of years old, and this makes it unique. The discovery was made by a team of Jordanian and French Archaeologists. (Aljazeera, 23.2.22).
Ukrainian and other nationals stranded in Egypt. On 25 February 2022 Egypt's Tourism and Antiquities Ministry announced that Ukrainian tourists and other nationals affected by the Russian invasion of Ukraine are allowed to extend their stay at Egyptian hotels until they return safely to their countries. Egypt’s Hotel Association issued a directive to all Egyptian hotels to provide the tourists with all the necessary facilities until they can return home. (Egypt Today, 25.2.22).
The latest information on Tutankhamun’s possessions. Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) Archaeologists have completed the transfer of Tutankhamun’s possessions from restoration centres to the GEM.  Over 5,000 artefacts belonging to Tutankhamun will be exhibited in an area of 7,000 metres. Recently it was announced that 4,700 items had been placed in 86 of the 107 display cases. Only a few items, that do not need restoration, remain at the Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square, Cairo and they will be transferred before the official opening of the GEM. (Egypt Today staff, 28.2.22).
“Israel has decided to open to incoming foreign tourism and significantly ease coronavirus restrictions. As of March 1, 2022, tourists of all ages will be permitted to enter Israel, subject to two negative PCR tests (one prior to departure and the second after landing in Israel). This is welcome news to the many foreign archaeological expeditions working in Israel under the auspices of the Israel Antiquities Authority. Many excavations are making plans for summer 2022, and now is the time to make your plans to participate! Find yourself a dig. Volunteer opportunities through the Israel Antiquities Authority are also available.”  (Extract from Friends of IAA newsletter, 28.2.22). 
Group of Hors Road Water Wells discovered.  As part of the Sinai Development Project 2021-2022, the Egyptian archaeological mission working in the Tel el-Kedwa area of North Sinai has discovered a group of the lost Horus Road water wells.  These date back to Pharaonic times.  Mostafa Waziri, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities, indicated that these five wells are the first to be found in the region and that they are first mentioned on the walls of Karnak Temple during the reign of Seti I.  He explained the wells were discovered outside the walls of the castle of Tel el-Kedwa and  the evidence indicates that all but one well was deliberately destroyed to prevent their used during the Persian invasion. Ayman Ashmawy, Head of the Egyptian Antiquities Sector at the Supreme Council of Antiquities, explained the only surviving well was an unconventional construction. “It was dug in yellow sand, with pottery rings placed on top of each other inside it. Each ring is about a meter in diameter and has three side openings that help people descend and ascend from the well. The mission excavated and descended a distance of just over three meters, which resulted in the discovery of 13 pottery rings, and many pottery vessels dating back to the 26th Dynasty. As for the results of the mission’s excavations inside the fort, Head of the Central Department of Antiquities of Lower Egypt Nadia Khader said that a 12-meter-long and 4-meter-wide warehouse was discovered, which has a number of pottery pots placed on top of each other, to drain water. This road was known during the El-Sawy era.” The mission has also found the remains of kilns from the El-Sawy era, probably a workshop for smelting copper ore; also the remains of two castles, one dating to the reign of Psamtik I. Tel el-Kedwa is considered to be one of the most important sites for 26th dynasty military architecture. (Egypt Today, Mustafa Marie, 1.3.22 quotes from ET).
Ancient Administrative Centre discovered at Kom Ombo.  On 2 March it was announced that a joint Egyptian-Austrian archaeological mission has discovered the administrative centre in the northeastern portion of the Ptolomaic Temple area. The team has discovered more than 20 conical silos which Mostafa Waziri, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities indicated is likely to be an administrative facility for the storage and distribution of grain during the First Transitional Period, from 2180 – 2050 BC. He indicated that the discovery is “important and unique” in the region. Abdel Moneim Saeed, Director General of Aswan Antiquities, explained the architectural elements of the silos, including caults, stairs and storage rooms, which are well preserved.  The walls are upto two metres high, and some silos are over two metres long.  One silo contained mouse bones and droppings (Egypt Today, 2.3.22).
New light on life in Lower Paleolithic times.  Bar Efrati, Prof. Ran Barkai of Tel Aviv University and colleagues have thrown new light onto the use of early stone tools in a new paper published in Scientific Reports.  The study relates specifically to artefacts found at Revadim, in southern-central Israel, although there is similar evidence from elsewhere in Israel and from Europe. 500,000 to 300,000 years ago, early humans lived in Israel.  Detailed study of their stone tools, threw new light on how the tools were used in their first lifetime and their second one, as well as why they might have been reused. According to Bar Efrati “Their selection, collection and recycling were intentional, conscious, and carried out regularly by early humans during Lower Paleolithic times”. According to the study recycling continued until the Iron Age.  Barkai believed recycling was common throughout the Homo line.  It was reported that stone tools can be distinguished from normal rocks by eye, as their shape is not natural. One way to identify a recycled older tool is double patination.  (Haaretz, Ruth Schuster, 6.3.22).
Latest on Tutankhamun’s “Iron” dagger.  Many newspaper reports have been published recently about the recent work undertaken by a Japanese – Egyptian team working at the Egyptian Museum, Cairo see: https://phys.org/news/2022-02-year-old-tablets-king-tut-ancient.htm (Phys.Org.News 22.2.22)/ and https://www.express.co.uk/news/science

 HYPERLINK "https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1576778/egypt-king-tut-outer-space-dagger-meteor-anatolia-archaeology"  /1576778/egypt-king-tut-outer-space-dagger-meteor-anatolia-archaeology. (Daily Express   7.3.22)  
American tourist stumbles on intact Early Bronze Age Jug at Qumran.  According to the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA), Robbie Brown was hiking with a friend last month in the desert in Southern Israel and decided to visit a cave, known as Cave 53.  This cave was unfamiliar to him, although he had taken part in archaeological excavations in the area in 2017. On reaching the cave, the two friends uncovered the ancient pottery jug, photographed the find, and immediately contacted Dr Yuval Baruch of the IAA. Baruch and Amir Ganor, the IAA’s Director of the Robbery Prevention Unit, could not believe what they saw. “It’s amazing,” said Ganor. “Only about two years ago, our archaeologists surveyed the cave as part of a survey of the Judean Desert caves, which has been conducted continuously for the past five years and was intended to document and locate all ancient finds in the desert caves.” (The Times of Israel, 8.3.22).
Recent study reveals discovery of 11 new sites at Sikait emerald mines in Egypt's Eastern Desert. Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB) Lecturer Professor Joan Oller Guzmán has published a new study of the findings of excavations undertaken between 2020 and 2021 at Sikait, a Roman site within the Wadi Sikait archaeological site in Wadi el Gemal National Park. The study was carried out jointly with researchers from the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology of the University of Warsaw, Poland. The new paper indicates the research team found evidence of  “funerary rites and the social organisation of local workers”.  A new topographic scan of the area to a depth of 131 ft below the surface revealed the presence of “small settlements, necropolises, ramps, paths, working areas and watchtowers”. Dozens of closed rooms, tunnels and sacred places were identified. An inscription in one of the most important mines revealed that soldiers were there to help construct and defend the valuable mines.  A formal study was made of the miners’ extraction and recording methods during the Roman period.  See  https://www.uab

 HYPERLINK "https://www.uab.cat/web/newsroom/news-detail/roman-empire-s-emerald-mines-may-have-ended-in-hands-of-nomads-as-early-as-the-4th-century-1345830290613.html?detid" . cat/web/newsroom/news-detail/roman-empire-s-emerald-mines-may-have-ended-in-hands-of-nomads-as-early-as-the-4th-century-1345830290613.html?detid  (UAB 1.3.22/ Ancient Lives 3.22/Egypt Today,  Mustafa Marie, 8.3.22).
World Monuments Fund.  2022 World Monuments Watch.  To view the 25 sites selected for the biennial list of si 2022watch?emci=d8a339d6-9f9f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&emdignificant heritage sites needing immediate attention, which include Abydos, Nuri (and Hurst Castle, Lymington), go to: https://www.wmf.org/

 HYPERLINK "https://www.wmf.org/2022watch?emci=d8a339d6-9f9f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&emdi=d9cf9aaa-b99f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&ceid=9627766" = d9cf9aaa-b99f-ec11-a22a-281878b85110&ceid=9627766. (American Research Center in Egypt email, 9.3.22).
Egyptian delegation discusses recovery of stolen artefacts with US Authorities.  At the invitation of the US Authorities, an Egyptian delegation travelled to Washington DC to discuss the repatriation of Egyptian antiquities illegally taken from Egypt. Meetings took place with several different US Departments.  In 2021, Egypt successfully secured the return of over 5,000 smuggled artefacts from America.  One of the most important of these was the golden sarcophagus of a priest called Nedjemankh. (Egypt Today, 10.3.22).
Courses, Books, Exhibitions etc
The Israel Antiquities Authority The Dead Sea Scrolls: A Second Public Conference (6-9 June 2021) conference recordings can now be downloaded by going to: https://as.nyu.edu/hebrewjudaic/events/DSSConfJune2021.html?mc_cid=bd2613a0f3&mc_eid=d860364c7d  (Friends of IAA email 28.2.22).
Are you are interested in the history of emeralds in Egypt? The Gemological Institute of America, GIA, produced a Historical Reading List: The Ancient Emerald Mines of Egypt by Dr James Shigley on 23 May 2017.   This can be found by going to:  https://www.gia.edu/ gia-news-research/historical-reading-ancient-emerald-mines-egypt.  Liverpool University also had a project there in the early 2000s.
How about reading up on the Sikait Project:  https://sikaitproject.wordpress.com/proyecto/  “Its main objective is the analysis of the territorial, socio-economic, cultural and religious characteristics of the region known in ancient times as Mons Smaragdus (currently Wadi Gemal National Park, Egypt). This region was characterized by being the only area of The Roman Empire from which the mineral beryl, known in its green variant as emerald, could be obtained”. 
‘The Stone Tower: Ptolemy, the Silk Road, and a 2,000-year-old Riddle’, by Riaz Dean. To read an extract from this book go to: scroll.in/article/1018830/the-stone-tower-a-new-book-tackles-and-solves-one-of-the-worlds-oldest-geographical-riddlescroll.in/article/1018830/the-stone-tower-a-new-book-tackles-and-solves-one-of-the-worlds-oldest-geographical-riddles  (Scroll.in, 10.3.22).
New insights on commemoration of the dead through mortuary and architectural use of pigments at Neolithic Çatalhöyük, Turkey.  To obtain this open access article, which was  published on 8 March 2022, go to: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-07284-3
The Medico-Magical Squill is the lead article in The Ancient Near East Today issue  January 2022: Vol. XII, No. 1.4. To read this go to: https://www.asor.org/ anetoday/ 2022/ 01/medico-magical-squill.  (ANET email 27.1.22).
To view a Virtual Exhibition on Akhmim Egypt’s Forgotten City in 3D go to: http://asor.informz.net/z//incjUucD9taT04NjUyNjA5JnA9MSZ1PTk0OTQ2MjQ0NiZsaT03NTI3NzYzMAdex.html (ANET email).
Did Kings meet each other face-to face during the Late Bronze Age? is the lead article in The Ancient Near East Today issue March 2022: Vol. XII, No. 3.2.  To read this go to:
https://www.asor.org/anetoday/2022/03/kings-face-to-face  (ANET email 10.3.22).
Please continue to assist with production of The Envoy by contributing.
  
Please send you contributions for the next Envoy to me, Heather Edwards,  10 Maltings Court, Market Rasen, LN8 3AZ by 20 May 2022, email:  menmaatre10@gmail.com,  (m) 07754563750, and contributions for The AEMES Journal to the Editor, Sue Kirk, 2 Seathorne Crescent, Skegness, Lincolnshire, PE25 1RP, email: sue47beset@gmail.com., Tel. 01754 765341.
Don’t forget to visit our website: www.aemes.co.uk; look us up on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/AEMES4); follow us on Twitter (@AEMES4) and on Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/aemes4).   
Please stay safe and keep in touch.
